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LORD MAYOR’S
FOREWORD01
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My vision to transform the Oxley Creek corridor into a lifestyle and leisure destination is now 
well underway. With the dedication and commitment of key stakeholders, along with the 
enthusiasm and positive feedback from the community, Oxley Creek Transformation has made 
some notable achievements this year, kick-starting the momentum to keep Brisbane at the 
leading edge of sustainability. 

The release of the Oxley Creek Transformation draft Master Plan was a key milestone of the 
year, a monumental blueprint made possible by the collaborative efforts of community groups, 
local residents and dedicated individuals. The valuable insights, ideas and support during the 
development of the Master Plan have helped shape a strong foundational framework for the 
future Parkland, enabling the continuation of efforts to bring these projects to life and cement 
Brisbane’s commitment towards a cleaner, greener and more sustainable city. 

I have confidence in the year ahead, with work commencing on delivering a finalised Master 
Plan for one of our most urbanised waterways. The Master Plan will reveal opportunities to 
deliver environmental, social and economic benefits for the City.

Together we can unlock the potential of this unique asset.

Graham Quirk
Lord Mayor



02 CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE

On behalf of Oxley Creek Transformation, I am pleased to present the 2017-18 Annual Report.

This financial year has been a significant year of progress for Oxley Creek Transformation Pty 
Ltd.  Since the commencement of operations on 1 July 2017, major milestones have been 
achieved in establishing our operations and governance arrangements, the development of 
the Oxley Creek Transformation draft Master Plan, stakeholder engagement and consultation 
and planning for the delivery of outcomes and priority projects.

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank my Oxley Creek Transformation 
Board colleagues and the Oxley Creek Transformation team, as well as our key stakeholders 
for their contribution to what has been an outstanding foundational year for Oxley Creek 
Transformation.

Nigel Chamier AM
Chairman
Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd
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28 Brisbane suburbs engage 
with the Oxley Creek corridor

Oxley Creek catchment is 
home to 60,000+ Brisbane 

residents

Oxley Creek 
catchment boundary

Local Government 
Area boundary

BRISBANE CITY

LOGAN CITY

30km of waterway 
within Brisbane City

115 businesses operate 
out of Archerfield 

Airport, employing 
hundreds of people

270km2 catchment spanning 
the cities of Ipswich, Logan 

and Brisbane

Habitat for up to 
18 migratory birds

25% of Brisbane’s 
regional ecosystems 

occur within the 
Oxley Creek corridor

Approximately 2,000 
hectares of river flood 

storage area in the 
Oxley Creek flood plain

Brisbane River

OXLEY CREEK TRANSFORMATION 
CORRIDOR



In 2017-18 Oxley Creek Transformation made significant progress in establishing operations 
and governance arrangements, engaging with stakeholders and the community and planning 
for the future of the Oxley Creek corridor.

-- On July 1 2017, Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd commenced operations.
-- In September 2017, Oxley Creek Transformation, in collaboration with Lat27 Pty Ltd, 

commenced master planning the corridor.
-- In December 2017, the Master Plan Reference Group was formed, which included 

representation from a range of stakeholder groups representing the corridor.
-- In February 2018, the Oxley Creek Transformation Strategic Plan 2017-2020 was released.
-- On April 2018, the Oxley Creek Transformation draft Master Plan was released.
-- From 26 April to 27 May 2018, Oxley Creek Transformation underwent an extensive four 

week community engagement program on the draft Master Plan.
-- Oxley Creek Transformation continued to engage with key stakeholders and the community 

throughout the year, demonstrating a commitment to community and stakeholder 
engagement.

-- The Oxley Creek Transformation Board met regularly throughout the year. 

Oxley Creek Transformation is committed to delivering multiple environmental, social, and 
economic benefits for the local community and the city as a whole.  

03 KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS

2017-18
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Oxley Creek is one of the Brisbane River’s major tributaries. Beginning in the forested mountain ranges of the Scenic 
Rim, south of Ipswich, it joins the Brisbane River approximately 70 kilometres downstream at Tennyson. Oxley Creek 
enjoys a natural drainage area of 270 square kilometres – or 28 suburbs spread across three local government areas 
– making it Brisbane’s largest creek catchment. The leaf-shaped catchment bends southwest from the Brisbane River 
through Logan City and part of Ipswich City.
 
Blunder Creek and Crewes Creek flow into Oxley Creek from the west while the main eastern tributaries are Sheep 
Station Gully, Stable Swamp Creek and Moolabin Creek and Rocky Water Holes. Dozens of small tributaries also feed 
the creek including Little Doris Creek, Hanley’s Creek, Rocky Water Holes, Mayfly Creek and Pennywort Creek. 

Prior to being discovered by Europeans, Oxley Creek was known as Benarrawa, and its surrounding catchment 
provided abundant resources for the Indigenous community who lived, travelled and hunted along the creek. 

A severe storm led to three ex-convict cedar cutters, Thomas Pamphlett, John Finnegan and Richard Parsons 
becoming shipwrecked on Moreton Island. They were rescued by local Indigenous island tribes who journeyed with 
them back to the mainland, where they travelled up what is now known as the Brisbane River to Oxley Creek. They 
were welcomed by the areas traditional owners and lived with them until John Oxley, Surveyor-General of New South 
Wales, discovered the men living with an Indigenous community. Oxley Creek was named Canoe Creek by Oxley who 
observed the canoes on the bank of the creek that had been used by the Indigenous men in the rescue of Pamphlett, 
Finnegan and Parsons. 

Further explorations of the area by Edmund Lockyer led to the charting of the Brisbane River and eventually to the 
renaming of the tributary, to Oxley’s Creek. Today, it is known simply as Oxley Creek.

about Oxley Creek
Brisbane’s longest creek

Brisbane City

Oxley Creek

1

5km

10km

15km

20km

-- Commenced operations on 1 July 2017
-- Oxley Creek Transformation Board regularly 

met 10 times in 2017-18
-- Established the Oxley Creek Transformation 

website
www.oxleycreek.com.au and social media 
channels #ouroxleycreek

-- Created a monthly newsletter
-- Established branding

OXLEY CREEK TRANSFORMATION 
PTY LTD

OXLEY CREEK STRATEGIC PLAN 
2017-2020

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Oxley Creek Transformation commenced 
operations on 1 July 2017, establishing a small 
team of professionals dedicated to delivering the 
Lord Mayor’s vision for the Oxley Creek corridor. 
As a wholly-owned subsidiary of Brisbane 
City Council, its role is to plan, develop and 
manage Brisbane’s newest recreational asset in 
partnership with government, businesses, industry 
and residents.

The Oxley Creek Transformation Strategic Plan 
2017-2020 was released online in February 2018, 
setting the high level strategic direction to 
guide the future of the project. The document 
establishes the core focus for 2017-2020, 
being to master plan the corridor for the 
future, collaborate with partners to establish a 
shared vision, promote integrated action and 
create the foundational elements of the future 
parkland.

Core Focus for 2017-2020

plan collaborate create

KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS

HIGHLIGHTS



03
OXLEY CREEK TRANSFORMATION 
DRAFT MASTER PLAN

The Oxley Creek Transformation draft Master Plan 
was released on 26 April 2018, representing the 
first major milestone in achieving the vision for the 
transformation of Oxley Creek. 

The document translates our ambition to create a 
world-class, green lifestyle and leisure destination. 
Recognising the environment as central to our city’s 
liveability, it outlines strategies and priority projects 
to enhance and rehabilitate our most urbanised 
waterway.
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“

“

OXLEY CREEK TRANSFORMATION 
DRAFT MASTER PLAN

Oxley Creek will be transformed 
into a world-class green, lifestyle 
and leisure destination, befitting 

our New World City.

-- Sets the goals, strategies and strategic ideas 
to achieve the transformational vision for the 
corridor.

-- Will guide future initiatives and investment to 
create the future parkland.

-- Priority projects identified in the draft Master 
Plan include:

»» Developing a 20-kilometre recreation trail 
from the Brisbane River to a new Nature-
based Adventure Parkland at Larapinta.

»» Creating a world-renowned birdwatching 
destination at Oxley Creek Common.

»» Building a regional parkland and visitor 
centre at Archerfield Wetlands.

»» Preparing and enacting a Sustainable 
Economic Development Strategy to 
generate ongoing funds for developing, 
managing and maintaining the future 
parkland.

»» Preparing and enacting a corridor-wide 
Strategic Corridor Restoration Plan to 
improve waterway health, fauna habitat and 
revegetation activities.

-- Key stakeholder engagement during the 
development of the draft Master Plan:

»» 3 targeted stakeholder discussion forums 
held in November 2017.

»» 2 Information kiosks held in November 
2017.

»» Master Plan Reference Group established 
and convened 3 times.

»» Meetings with key stakeholders.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

2017-18 ANNUAL REPORT | 07

KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS



158 social 
media followers

27 social 
media posts

-- Consultation included an extensive range of 
online and face-to-face events.

-- 17 face to face engagement events, including:
»» Planting events with Oxley Creek 

Catchment Association (OCCA) and Habitat 
Brisbane.

»» Collaboration with Brisbane City Council’s 
‘104 or more’ litter initiative. 

»» Engagement at local community venues, 
forums and events. 

-- 8,308 webpage visits.
-- 260+ subscribers to the Oxley Creek 

Transformation mailing list.
-- 177 online survey responses received.
-- 57 feedback submissions received.
-- 89.5% of survey responses suggested a level of 

agreement with the draft Master Plan. 

oxleycreek.com.au

#ouroxleycreek

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ONLINE

SOCIAL MEDIA

Following the release of the Oxley Creek 
Transformation draft Master Plan, a consultation 
period commenced from 26 April to 27 May 2018, 
seeking the community’s feedback through an 
extensive range of online and face-to-face events.

Information kiosks, workshops, planting days and 
community meetings uncovered an incredible depth 
of local knowledge and generated exciting new ideas 
on how to connect people with the creek, revitalise 
the natural environment and draw investment to the 
area. Local stories and memories added inspiration 
to these discussions.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

03

8,308 
webpage views

1,259
copies of the 
draft Master Plan 
downloaded

260+
subscribers to OCT 
mailing list

KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS
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Quest Newspapers
Direct mailout to 

28,571 
local residents

LOCAL NEWSPAPER POST

Quest Newspaper, South-West Satellite, published on 9 May 2018
Post card mailout to local 
residents (16 suburbs)

KEY
ACHIEVEMENTS
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Development of the draft Oxley 
Creek Transformation Master 
Plan involved engagement with 
residents, land owners, business 
owners and community groups 
through a range of consultation 
activities.

m
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slightly agree

50.5% 

30.5% 

8.5% 

10.5% 

disagree

Level of Agreement with the 
Oxley Creek Transformation 

draft Master Plan



First Prize - Emersen, Grade 6 - Corinda State School

Second Prize - Kalani, Grade 6 - Corinda State School

Third Prize - Aria, Grade 6 - Corinda State School

ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

Photography Competition winner - Angela

“

“

The positive feedback, ideas and 
support received have allowed us 

to create a fantastic first step on an 
exciting journey.

DRAWING COMPETITION

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

2017-18 ANNUAL REPORT | 11

113 entrants into OCT 
competitions

Engagement with Corinda State High School



social environmental economic

Activate existing spaces 
and create new places for 
people to gather, relax, 
play and connect with 

others and nature.

Facilitate a deeper 
appreciation and awareness 

of nature, inspire greater 
environmental conservation 

and demonstrate 
leadership in sustainability.

Attract interest and 
investment to sustainably 
revitalise the corridor and 
boost the local economy.

ABOUT OXLEY CREEK
TRANSFORMATION PTY LTD04

Oxley Creek Transformation’s vision is to transform the Oxley Creek Corridor, from its mouth at the Brisbane 
River to Larapinta, into a world-class green lifestyle and leisure destination, befitting our New World City 
with a focus on a clean, green and sustainable outcome.

Oxley Creek Transformation aims to deliver a range of social, economic and environmental benefits to the 
community.

VISION
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ABOUT OXLEY CREEK
TRANSFORMATION PTY LTD

Oxley Creek Transformation is delivering the 
Lord Mayor’s vision for the Oxley Creek corridor. 
Established in 2017 as a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Brisbane City Council, Oxley Creek Transformation’s 
role is to plan, develop and manage Brisbane’s 
newest recreational asset in partnership with 
government, businesses, industry and residents. 

Oxley Creek Transformation’s small dedicated team 
of professionals operates within a streamlined 
decision-making framework, giving the Company 
the skills and agility to respond to opportunities 
quickly and drive tangible change.  

OPERATIONS
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Building on Brisbane City Council’s funding 
commitment of $100 million over 20 years, the 
Company is creating sustainable income streams to 
support the ongoing revitalisation and maintenance 
of the corridor. 

Core focus areas over the medium term will 
be to Master Plan the corridor for the future, 
collaborate with partners to establish a shared 
vision and promote integrated action and create 
the foundational elements of the future parkland. 
Environmental preservation sits at the heart of all 
Company activities.



The Oxley Creek Transformation Board provides strategic direction and high-level advice to the Company. 
The collective experience of the five Board Directors spans environmental conservation and rehabilitation, 
restoration of iconic buildings and property development, innovation through land use planning, urban 
design and business management.

Chairman
Nigel Chamier, AM

Director
Anne Clarke, OAM

Appointed: 6 February 2017

-- Chairman of the Menzies Health Institute of Queensland
-- Director of Queensland Airports Limited
-- Director of Brisbane Urban Futures
-- Director of South Bank Corporation
-- Honorary Consul for Sweden
-- Fellow, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
-- Fellow, Australian Property Institute
-- Fellow, Australian Institute of Company Directors

Appointed: 6 February 2017

-- Executive Officer, Oxley Creek Catchment Association (OCCA)
-- Past President, Oxley Creek Catchment Association (OCCA)
-- Former Secretary, Australian Marine Conservation Society
-- Awarded Medal of the Order of Australia in 2008

05 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Director
Bevan Lynch

Director
Shaun Walsh

Director
Guy Gibson

Appointed: 6 February 2017

-- General Manager, Queensland - Communities, Lendlease
-- Former Director, Town Planning - Brisbane City Council
-- Life Member, Property Council of Australia (Queensland)
-- Past President, Property Council of Australia (Queensland)
-- Former National Director, Property Council of Australia (Queensland)

Appointed: 6 February 2017

-- Registered Architect
-- Bachelor of Architecture (Honours), The University of Queensland
-- Fellow, Royal Australia Institute of Architects
-- Founding Principal, ML Design
-- Founding Chairman, Independent Design Advisory Panel (Brisbane 

City Council)
-- Chairman, Urban Futures Brisbane Board (Brisbane City Council)
-- Member, Development and Design Integrity Panel - Brisbane Airport 

Corporation
-- Chairman, Urban Renewal Brisbane (Brisbane City Council)

Appointed: 1 July 2017

-- Qualified in regional and town planning, landscape architecture and 
business management (BRTP, GDLA, MBA)

-- Chief Executive Officer, City Parklands Pty Ltd
-- Fellow and National Director of the Australian Institute of Landscape 

Architects
-- Director of the Great Noosa Trail Walk
-- Graduate and Member, Australian Institute of Company Directors

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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